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state to make use of technology developed by the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration. The board shall work with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
appropriate businesses, and economic development organizations in this state to carry out
the program,

(b) From money appropriated to or otherwise under the control of the board, the board
may award grants to economic development organizations for use in recruiting appropriate
businesses for participation in the program and to provide other appropriate assistance to
program participants.

(c) The board shall appoint an advisory board of technical advisors to evaluate requests
from economic development organizations and businesses for assistance under the program
and advise the board on distribution of the assistance.

(d) The board shall adopt rules to administer the program, including rules relating to
application and eligibility for grants. The board may enter into agreements as necessary to
carry out the program.

SECTION 2. Before September 1, 2000, the board of regents of the University of
Houston System shall provide assistance under Section 111.42, Education Code, as added by
this Act, only in a county with a population of more than 200,000 that contains, or is
contiguous to a county that contains, a National Aeronautics and Space Administration
facility. On and after September 1, 2000, the board of regents may provide the assistance
throughout the state.

SECTION 3. This Act does not make an appropriation. Section 1 of this Act does not
require the board of regents of the University of Houston System to establish a business
technology outreach program unless money is specifically appropriated to fund the program.

SECTION 4. This Act takes effect only if a specific appropriation for the implementation
of this Act is provided in H.B. No. 1 (General Appropriations Act), Acts of the 76th
Legislature, Regular Session, 1999. If no specific appropriation is provided in H.B. No. 1, the
General Appropriations Act, this Act has no effect.

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect September 1, 1999.
SECTION 6. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the

calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed by the House on May 4, 1999, by a non-record vote; the House concurred in
Senate amendments to H.B. No. 2992 on May 27, 1999, by a non-record vote;
passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 25, 1999, by a viva-voce vote.

Approved June 19, 1999.
Effective September 1, 1999, except as provided by § 4.

CHAPTER 1453

H.B. No. 2997

AN ACT
relating to the recognition of certain symbols of the State of Texas and to the designation of State and
Texas Anniversary Remembrance Day.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subsection (d), Article 6139a, Revised Statutes, is amended to read as

follows:
(d) The red and blue colors of the state flag are the same colors used in the United States

flag and are defined as numbers 193 [01802) (red) and 281 [80=5 (dark blue) of the Pantone
Matching System IThe Standwad Color Referenee of Amer..', 10th adtion].

SECTION 2. Sections 3(d) and (s), Article 6139c, Revised Statutes, are amended to read
as follows:
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(d) The state flag should be displayed on all state and national holidays and on special
occasions of historical significance. Texas Flag Day shall be celebrated on March 2, Texas
Independence Day.
(s) The state flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak of the

flagpole for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The state flag should be
again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. On Memorial Day the state flag
should be displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the peak of the flagpole. The
state flag should be displayed at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day (May 15), unless
that day is also Armed Forces Day. By order of the governor, the state flag shall be flown at
half-staff on the death of an individual as a mark of respect to the individual's memory.

SECTION 3. Title 106, Revised Statutes, is amended by adding Article 6139g to read as
follows:

Art. 6139g. STATE MOTTO. The state motto is "Friendship."

SECTION 4. Title 106, Revised Statutes, is amended by adding Article 6139h to read as
follows:

Art. 6139h. STATE BIRD. The state bird is the mockingbird
SECTION 5. Title 106, Revised Statutes, is amended by adding Article 6139i to read as

follows:
Art. 6139i STATE FLOWER. The state flower is the bluebonnet
SECTION 6. Article 6143, Revised Statutes, is renumbered and amended to read as

follows:
Art. 6139j [6143]. STATE TREE. The state tree is the pecan tree [Poeas- Tree shall be

the Stat tree of Teox-r and it shall be tho duty of the State Boa-rd of Conol'e a" d the Stati
Pr B* -id to . . hen planning b ifation of

Stat Pake r oher ubla popety belonging to the State].
SECTION 7. Subchapter C, Chapter 662, Government Code, is amended by adding

Section 662.050 to read as follows:
Sec. 662.050. STATE OF TEXAS ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE DAY (STAR

DAY). (a) February 19 is State of Texas Anniversary Remembrance Day (STAR Day) in
honor of Texas joining the Union and the day that James Pinckney Henderson became the
first governor of the State of Texas in 1846.

(b) State of Texas Anniversary Remembrance Day (STAR Day) shall be regularly
observed by appropriate and patriotic programs in the public schools and other places to
properly commemorate the annexation of this state and to inspire a greater appreciation for
the history of this state.

SECTION 8. It is the intent of the legislature that the General Services Commission, the
Parks and Wildlife Department, and other state agencies continue to give due consideration to
the state tree and the state flower when planning beautification of state parks or other public
property.

SECTION 9. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed by the House on May 11, 1999, by a non-record vote; the House concurred in
Senate amendments to H.B. No. 2997 on May 27, 1999, by a non-record vote;
passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 19, 1999, by a viva-voce vote.

Approved June 19, 1999.
Effective August 30, 1999, 90 days after date of adjournment.
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